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ROYAL FLYING DOCTOR SERVICE � EASTER CAMPAIGN 

317. Mr I.C. BLAYNEY to the Minister for Regional Development:  
In December last year the government committed $68.5 million to the Royal Flying Doctor Service of which 
$29.9 million was from royalties for regions funding. Can the minister report to the house on how the Liberal-
National government is helping the RFDS to prepare for the Easter holiday period?  

Mr B.J. GRYLLS replied: 
I thank the member for Geraldton for the question and for his strong advocacy of the RFDS sector. I am sure that 
all members of the house are concerned about the proper funding of the Royal Flying Doctor Service, and that is 
now occurring.  

Through the invitation of the Minister for Health, yesterday I attended the launch of the RFDS Easter Keep Safe 
campaign. The RFDS expects one of its busiest Easters on record as people travel throughout the state. Many 
people will be leaving their homes tomorrow night to travel across the length and breadth of WA over the 
weekend. It may be of interest to members to know that Easter is the busiest period of activity for the RFDS 
compared with any other time of the year.  

Last Easter the RFDS transferred 76 patients from across WA to medical care. Sixty-seven patients were 
transported on the RFDS�s fixed-wing Pilatus aircraft and nine were airlifted to Perth under the care of an RFDS 
doctor on the Fire and Emergency Services Authority of Western Australia�s helicopter. Good Friday last year 
was the RFDS�s busiest day on record with 24 patients transferred to hospital. The new Liberal-National 
government recognises the value and role of the RFDS and the essential services that it provides. Unlike the 
former government, it has moved very quickly under the new arrangements to ensure that they are adequately 
funded.  

One of the signs that the previous Minister for Health, and now retired member for Fremantle, was beginning to 
reach the end of his time as a minister was when he labelled the RFDS as just another interest group. All 
members would be aware the RFDS is an absolutely vital service not only to regional Western Australia, but to 
all Western Australians. Many people who live in the metropolitan area will this weekend be travelling to rural 
communities and they need to know that, should there be an accident and should they need that sort of care, it is 
available. That will be the case. 

As the member for Geraldton rightly pointed out, extra funding of $68.5 million was provided in December by 
the Minister for Health to ensure that the RFDS could upgrade its fleet and provide a timely response should 
there be an accident. An amount of $29.9 million of that funding was from the royalties for regions program. It is 
another example of ensuring that royalties for regions funding goes to the most important programs in WA.  

The total funding to the RFDS will be $170 million over the next five years. An example of how that new 
funding is working is that in Port Hedland an additional pilot, nurse and doctor have been employed, as well as a 
new Pilatus PC 12 aircraft that is notionally based out of Port Hedland. Already the RFDS has bought two new 
houses for those staff and is looking to purchase a third. Yesterday at the RFDS hangar at Jandakot the finishing 
touches were being put on the second new aircraft so that it can come into service as well.  

The government, and I think the opposition as well, would support the call by the RFDS for people to act safely 
this Easter and during the school holiday period that follows. The focus is on the roads and the safety of the 
roads. However, it was reported to me yesterday by the RFDS doctors that many accidents occur in the home, on 
the farm, out camping and swimming. People from all walks need to look not only at road safety, but also their 
family, especially over a busy weekend, like the Easter weekend, and the school holidays.  

I am sure members hope that, even though the RFDS is at last adequately resourced, it has a quiet weekend and 
school holiday period. However, people need to know that should they need the services of the RFDS, it is 
resourced to be able to respond in a quick and timely manner. I am sure that members would join me in thanking 
the dedicated crew and staff of the RFDS. It has 12 aircraft covering 2.5 million square kilometres. Once again, I 
hope it has a quiet Easter. I wish everybody in the house an enjoyable break.  
 


